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Objectives 

to prevent loss of control 

& malicious use. 

to achieve and maintain a high 
level of safety and security. 

to mitigate or minimize the 

radiological consequences of 

any accident or malicious act. 



International Atomic Energy Agency 

Code of Conduct and Import/ Export 

Guidance 

• Set of Principles,  
Objectives and 
Guidance to ensure 
Safety and Security of 
sources 

• Focuses on high activity 
sources (categorization 
safety guide RS.G 1.9) 

• Approved by the Board 
and the General 
Conference in 2003 & 
2004 
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Based on 

existing 

International 

Standards 

 
  Provides guidance on: 
 

  Legislation 

  Regulations 

  Regulatory body 

  Import/export controls 

Contents 
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Code of Conduct and Import/ Export 

Guidance 

States should have: 
  

 Effective national legislation, 
regulations and a regulatory body  
paragraphs 7–22 of the Code; 
complementary to existing safety 
standards (GS-R-1 and BSS), and for 
security 

 Effective import/export 

controls  paragraphs 

23  to 29 of the Code + 

supplementary 

Guidance 
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Guidance on the Import and Export of Radioactive 

Sources (2004) 

Scope: Category 1-2 sources 

Import/export authorization based on evaluation of 

capabilities and authorization 

 

• Cat. 1 sources: consent of importing State+ 

notification prior to shipment 

• Cat. 2 sources: notification prior to shipment 

• Exceptional circumstances (e.g. considerable 

medical need, imminent radiological hazard or 

security threat): consent of importing State  
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In September 2003, GC urged each State to write to 

the Director General that: 

 

•it fully supports and endorses the Agency's 

efforts to enhance the safety and security of 

radioactive sources; and  

 

•It is working toward following  

the guidance contained in the Code  

and encourages other countries  

to do the same. 

(GC47/Res7) 

 

 

As of 30 June 2010, 99 States 

 have written to the Director General Made a commitment 

State Political Commitment to the Code of 

Conduct 
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State Political Commitment to to the Guidance 
When the Code was approved, the Board’s 

Chairperson stated that “… there were still 

concerns regarding the import and export of 

radioactive sources. That matter needed to be 

further explored and some guidance 

developed.”  
 

In September 2004, GC welcomed the 

approval by the Board and encouraged States 

to act in accordance with the Guidance on a 

harmonized basis, and 

 

•to notify the Director General of their 

intention to do so as supplementary 

information to the Code of Conduct 

GC48/Res10  

As of 30 June 2010, 58 States have 

written to the Director General 

Made a commitment 
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Support for the Code of Conduct 

G8 

http://www.osce.org/
http://www.apec.org/apec/tools/home.html
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Implementation of the Guidance 

§4. “Each State is encouraged to nominate a point of 

contact for the purpose of facilitating the export and/or 

import of radioactive sources in accordance with the Code 

and this Guidance.” 

 

•As of 3 February 2010, 105 States have sent Point of 

Contact Details to IAEA. 

 

 

The lists of countries are available on the IAEA WEB site. 

(www.iaea.org) 

 
http://www-ns.iaea.org/tech-areas/radiation-safety/code-of-conduct.htm  
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Implementation of the Guidance (Cont’d) 

§18 “To facilitate the timely review of export requests, 

each State is urged to make available to the IAEA its 

responses to a Self–Assessment Questionnaire (Annex 

I).” 

 

•As of 30 June 2010, 50 States have sent the Self 

Assessment Questionnaire. 

 

•For those States that accepted to release the 

answers to other States, the Questionnaires are 

available on the protected page for Points of 

Contact on the IAEA WEB site 
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IAEA efforts to Assist States Implement the Code 

and the Guidance 

 Facilitate the Exchange of  Experience 
between States  in Implementing the 
provisions of the Code and the Guidance 

 

• International Conferences ( Bordeaux 2005) 
Origin of  a mechanism for a voluntary, 
periodic exchange of information among 
States on their implementation of the Code 

 

• Establishment of a formalized process for 
exchange of information 
Open Ended Meetings (June 2007, May 2008, 

June 2009, May 2010). Large attendance, very 
fruitful 

Regional Workshops 

VOLONTARY PROCESS 
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IAEA efforts to Assist States Implement the Code 

and the Guidance (Cont’d) 

3 forms available to facilitate implementation 
of the guidance and exchange of information 
between exporting and importing states: 

 

•Request to the importing state for consent 
to import category 1 radioactive sources or 
to import Category 1 and 2 sources under 
exceptional circumstances; 

 

•Request to the importing State for 
confirmation that the recipient is authorized 
to receive and possess Category 2 
radioactive sources; and 

 

•Notification to the importing state prior to 
shipment of Category 1 or 2 radioactive 
sources 
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IAEA efforts to Assist States Implement the Code 

and the Guidance (Cont’d) 

 Facilitate the Exchange 

of  Experience between 

States  in Implementing 

the provisions of the 

Code and the Guidance 

 Dedicated 

pages on the 

IAEA Web 

site 

www-ns.iaea.org/tech-areas/radiation-safety/code-of-conduct.htm 

List of States expressing support 

Import/export contact points 

Self Assessment Questionnaire 

Forms to facilitate import/export controls 

Meeting reports in all languages 
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The Code and the Guidance are fully integrated in the programme for 
strengthening the national regulatory infrastructure for radiation 
safety and for the security of radioactive sources. 

 

 Integrated Regulatory Review Service (IRRS) 

  Specific module to be selected by requesting State 

  Questionnaire for Self Assessment 

  Thematic area for the review mission 

  Action Plan for improvement   

 

 Training Course Material for Regulators contains a specific module 
on authorisations of import and export of category 1 and 2 
sources. 

 

 Training courses for Custom Officiers and Lawyers address the 
issue. 

IAEA efforts to Assist States Implement the Code 

and the Guidance (Cont’d) 
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The Code and the Guidance are fully integrated in the programme for 
strengthening the national regulatory infrastructure for radiation 
safety and for the security of radioactive sources (Cont’d). 

 

 The Regulatory Authority information System (RAIS) is being 

promoted and periodically upgraded  
 Web based version now available to facilitate exchange of 

information between stakeholders, in particular for import and 
export of sources (Regulator / Customs ). 

 

 Networking of Regulators in charge of regulatory control of 
radioactive sources is being promoted through many international 
and regional initiatives. 

IAEA efforts to Assist States Implement the Code 

and the Guidance (Cont’d) 
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IAEA efforts to Assist States Implement the Code 

and the Guidance 

 What about Management of Disused 
Sources ? 

• Addressed by the Code (Para 5(b): 

“The objectives of the Code should be achieved through the 

establishment of an adequate system of regulatory control of 

radioactive sources, applicable from the stage of initial 

production to their final disposal.”  

ie :CRADLE TO GRAVE CONTROL, including storage and disposal of waste 

 

• Specific topic of the 2009 Meeting :Technical Meeting on 

Implementation of the Code of Conduct on the Safety and 

Security of Radioactive Sources with Regard to Long Term 

Strategies for the Management of Sealed Sources (see 

chairman report as a valuable input for your discussions) 
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IAEA efforts to Assist States Implement the Code 

and the Guidance 

 Longer Term plans 

 

• Facilitate regional sharing of experience 

• Focus on import/export controls and Management of 
Disused Sources 

• Discuss further synergies between the Code of 
Conduct and the Joint Convention 
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Thank you for your attention… 

Have a successful and productive 

Workshop…Looking forward to the outcomes. 


