
Belgium as host country ?

Location: Brussels city center (offices of FANC)
Sites visit: three possible choices (to be decided by the group)
- Former radium extraction facility (Olen)
- CaF2 landfill – phosphate industry (Tessenderlo)
- Former Fe-Nb extraction facility (Ghent)

• Tessenderlo
• Olen



Belgium: the con’s …

“Belgium dull country” ⇒ more than 4.5 millions
hits on google…



Belgium: the con’s

A typical Belgian weather forecast …



Phosphate industry: the Tessenderlo’s sites 
Tessenderlo: treatment of phosphate ores to produce cattle food
HCl process => CaF2 sludges as residues
⇒ Disposal on landfills (“Veldhoven” => [Ra-226] ~ 10 Bq/g)
⇒ Banks of nearby river contaminated by past discharges

Possibility to visit the facility + landfills



Olen sites
Metallurgical company (UMICORE): radium extraction and production of radium sources 

from 1922 till 1969
⇒ Dumpsites D1 and S1 (to be remediated)
⇒ Contamination of banks of nearby river (« Bankloop ») (remediation project almost

over ⇒ licensed disposal site for remediation waste)



Ghent: former Fe-Nb extraction facility
Ghent: former dumpsite (slags) of ferro-niobium extraction
facility (facility still in operation but no Fe-Nb anymore)
⇒ (patchy) contamination up to 60 Bq/g Th-232, 12 Bq/g U-238
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